Müzewest Concerts Society

Annual Report
2020-2021

1

Müzewest Concerts Society

A Note from the Artistic Director
I am happy to relay our activities between September
2020 and September 2021. The season from 2020 to
2021 encompassed many rewarding experiences and
challenges for Müzewest Concerts. As an arts organization that continued to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic, we were grateful to present a live recital of chamber
music on Saturday, September 26th, 2020. This magnificent concert featured WenWen Du (piano), Ji Eun
Jenny Lim (violin), and Cristian Markós (cello.) The highlight of the recital, which was live streamed worldwide
on our YouTube channel, was the glorious Brahms Piano Trio in B Major. As activities became more restricted in British Columbia, we turned once again to digital
presentations. Our digital presentations came from
New York, Toronto, Florida, Amsterdam, and beyond!
Three highlights were wonderful piano recitals from
Alexander Malikov, Larry Weng, and Reed Tetzloff. We
were also delighted to present a period performance
of Baroque music played expertly by the marvellous
early music ensemble from Amsterdam, Postscript.
Apart from concerts, we hosted many successful podcasts and live interviews with industry leaders including
Mark Ainley (historical piano recording expert), Pierre
Hantaï (renowned harpsichordist), Andrew Wan (concertmaster of the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal), Alexander Malikov (pianist), Robert Levin (conductor), Larry Weng (pianist), Michelle Lynne (pianist),
Iain Burnside (pianist and BBC broadcaster), Jonathan
Crow (concertmaster of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra), and Reed Tetzloff (pianist.) Our podcast and
interview series, Take Note, continued to be popular
on Facebook and YouTube. It’s available for listening on
Spotify, Anchor, and Apple Podcasts.
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In the educational field, we hosted a fantastic series
of workshops for piano teachers on how to teach music from the Baroque and Classical period. These were
taught by the director of the Kodály Institute at the
Liszt Academy - Dr. László Norbert Nemes. How remarkable to have teachers in Budapest working with
our community here in the Lower Mainland! We hosted
a seminar with physiotherapist Jon Kim on how to reduce music-related injuries. In addition, we had virtual
piano masterclasses with Dr. Alexander Malikov and Dr.
Larry Weng. Finally, our education series wrapped up
with a totally fun percussion workshop with Matthew
Keown and Jeff Stern from the icarus Quartet! Everybody was feeling the beat by the end of that session.
Although we faced many challenges in trying to operate smoothly during these unprecedented times, we
encountered many successes that we wish to celebrate including grants from the SOCAN Foundation,
the BC Arts Council, and the Canada Council for the
Arts. Our organization grew in areas of governance, fiscal responsibility and programming. Most importantly,
we assembled a reconciliation committee. From that
committee we established goals and actionable items
to help implement recommendations of the Truth and
Reconciliation Committee. We encourage everyone to
check out our interview with Cree composer, Andrew
Balfour, on our YouTube channel and Facebook page.
It was an important conversation about how arts organizations, primarily focused on colonial creators and
works of art, can move toward reconciliation in our
country.
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Müzewest Concerts Society

LOOKING BACK
Concert Activities
(January 2021-May 2021)
January 2021:
Dr. Alexander Malikov (solo piano)
Dr. Larry Weng (solo piano)

Febuary 2021:
Postscript live from Amsterdam

March 2021:
Bach Cello Suites 1, 2, and 3 virtually

May 2021:
Michael Noble, live from NYC (solo piano)
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EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Masterclasses and Webinars

Podcasts

May 2020:

- Coffee with Conductors - Choral Edition

Virtual panel with internationally renowned pianists on the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth

- Coffee with Conductors - Orchestral Edition

Virtual piano masterclass with Dr. Larry Weng

August 2020:
Seminar on music education according to Kodály
Harp masterclass with Chelsea Lane

November 2020:
Virtual piano masterclass with Dr. Alexander Malikov

- Icarus Quartet
- Tangram
- Nicolas Namoradze, prize laureate at the 2018 Honens International
Piano Competition
- Brian Manker, principal cellist of the Orchestre Symponique de Montréal
- Mark Ainley, international authority on historical piano recordings
- Dave Dash and Mary Elizabeth Bowden, trumpet duo

Baroque keyboard seminar with Dr. László Nemes

- Music Arts Collective with celebrated jazz artists Jodi Proznick and
Amanda Tosoff

January 2021:

- Steinway artist Tao Lin

Lecture on the music of Nikolai Medtner by Dr. Alexander Karpeyev

April 2021:
Rhythm Workshop with icarus percussion duo
Classical keyboard seminar with Dr. László Nemes

Online Music Lessons
May 2020:
Virtual piano community engagement class with Alexei Tartakovsky

June 2020:
Virtual piano community engagement class with Larry Weng

- American pianist, Michael Noble
- Korena pianist, Hyejin Pak
- Celebrated French harpsichordist, Pierre Hantaï
- Andrew Wan, concertmaster of the Orchestre Symphonique de
Montréal
- Laureate of the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition, Dr.
Larry Weng
- Asiya Korepanova, pianist
- Jonathan Crow, concertmaster of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra
- Paul McCreesh, conductor of the Gabrieli Consort
- Iain Burnside, BBC broadcaster and renowned pianist
- Michelle Lynne, pianist

4

5

Müzewest Concerts Society

STRATEGIC PLAN
Mission
To engage, enrich, and educate through classical and jazz music.

Vision
A world in which the power of music builds bridges between different
factions in society, a world in which music creates a space for important
social discourse to occur, and a world in which experiencing music is
accompanied by an educational element.

Values
•
•
•
•

We promote accessible access to musical events
We deliver inspirational musical experiences that incorporate an educational element
We foster collaborative relationships with artists and community organizations
We strive for excellence in everything we do

Strategic Plan
Expand the amount of government funding that
we receive through grants
Müzewest Concerts brand and reputation

To establish a Müzewest Concerts brand in the local
and national market

Community Engagement

To use our podcast, live video interviews, concerts, and
masterclasses to create a community of learners who are
passionate about performances of classical and jazz music

Decolonization
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Müzewest Concerts Society

A Note from the President
The 2020-2021 year was one of immense and
unprecedented challenge. The COVID-19 pandemic posed many barriers, for Müzewest and
for society at large. However, with great challenge comes great opportunity, and Müzewest successfully adapted in response to the
life-changing impact of the pandemic. I am
proud to share that the 2020-2021 season
was Müzewest’s most successful year yet. The
growth that Müzewest has experienced over
the past year, with the support of previous
and present dedicated volunteers and audiences, has been nothing short of incredible.
We are especially proud of our team for their
successes in further solidifying the operational element of the organization, which includes
the creation of an internal Finance Committee responsible for ensuring ethical and responsible financial practices.
I also take this opportunity to recognize the
wonderful team at Müzewest. From our past
and present Board members to our Artistic
Director and her team, the successes of the
past year are inextricably linked to the tremendous work and dedication of these individuals. As a result of their hard work, Müzewest was honoured to have been awarded the
SOCAN Foundation Grant, the Arts Infrastructure Grant, and the BC Community Gaming
Grant. As Chairman of the Board, I offer my
sincere gratitude and appreciation to each
one of you.

Adam Walji, President of the
Board of Directors

We are excited to begin the transition back
and welcome the public to in-person events
in the coming months. As we prepare to do
so, it is of utmost importance that Müzewest
recognizes its social responsibility of ensuring
the safety of our community. We will be taking
the necessary steps to offer an inclusive, safe,
and enjoyable experience for all our guests. I
look forward to meeting all of you at our upcoming events and seeing the smiles in your
eyes.
Sincerely,
Adam Walji
Adam is the President of Müzewest’s Board of
Directors. He works with an incredible group
of Directors and the wonderful Artistic Director to advance the organization’s mission,
vision, and values. Adam is currently studying
at the Faculty of Law, Common Law Section,
at the University of Ottawa in the Programme
de common law en français. He has worked
in numerous roles prior to being appointed
to the Müzewest Board of Directors, having
previously served as a Senator on the University of Ottawa Senate, a Project Manager for
the Aga Khan Health Board for Canada, and a
Facilitator for Change Management & Empathy for the Ismaili Volunteers Portfolio of His
Highness Prince Aga Khan Shia Imami Ismaili
Council for Canada.
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Message from the Treasurer
This is the second year of operations for Müzewest Concerts Society.
The year ended June 30, 2021 and was a great year! Income up over
100% from the previous year. Expenses at 73.9% of income leaving a
monetary cushion for the current year of $10,613, and administrative
costs came in at 5.7%. These results do not give us bragging rights, as
data from two years is not enough. Lets’ just say, it’s “trendy”.
With the arrival of Covid-19 and cessation not yet in sight, Müzewest is
appreciative of the support received from donors, artists, members
and volunteers during the last year. Pivoting to online concerts in
April 2020 was an answer to this unprecedented pandemic. Let’s
all believe in the hopefulness to recover, and what better way than
through the magic of music.
Yours truly,
Casey Forward
Treasurer
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Müzewest Concerts Society

UPCOMING CONCERTS
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Thank you for attending our
2021 Annual General Meeting!

